
Cross-disciplinary illiteracy is 
dangerous: Prof. Rajan Gurukkal 

Kariavattom: Cross-dis-
ciplinary illiteracy is dan-
gerous says Prof. Rajan 
Gurukkal, Vice Chair-
man, Higher Education 
Council, Govt. of Kera-
la. He was inaugurating 
the National Seminar on 
‘Trending Disciplinary 
Convergence in Media 
Studies. The three day  
National  seminar was 
organised by the Depart-
ment of Communication 
and Journalism Kariavat-
tom campus, University 
of Kerala. 
       The proceedings 
commenced at 10:00am 
with the invocation. As-
sistant Professor Lal-
mohan P, organising 
secretary of the seminar 
welcomed the chief guest 
and other dignitaries 
and called upon Dr. M.S 
Harikumar, HOD, DCJ, 
University of Kerala to 
deliver the presidential 

address on the occasion.
Prof. Rajan Gurukkal in 
his inaugural speech em-
phasised the need to de-
velop cross-disciplinary 
literacy in Media studies 
so that it could recog-
nise the area as an area 
of knowledge that does 
not belongs to any of the 
established disciplines.     
        Media studies which 

has an interdisciplinary 
character right from its 
inception, outcasted its 
evolutionary fundemen-
tality during the growth 
as an independent disci-
pline. It has validations in 
the areas of Culture, Phi-
losophy, Social Science 
and many more areas, is in 
the phase of inevitable in-
trospection. This is where 

according to him media 
studies as a discipline can 
prove its stature,genre 
and potential. He further 
stressed that modern re-
searches had proved to 
be hybrid in nature and 
the disciplines started 
loosing their boundaries.
       He complimented 
the Department of Com-
munication and Journal-

Kariavattom:  T T Sreeku-
mar, in his keynote address at 
the National Seminar, tried to 
shed light on the scope of con-
vergence across various dis-
ciplines. He pointed out how 
convergence works transgress-
ing across various disciplinary 
domains like any natural sci-
ences or humanities disci-
plines. He cited examples of the 
emerging discipline of digital 
humanities which is a conflux 
of humanities and communica-
tion disciplines. He pointed out 
that the need of the hour is not 
just to celebrate interdisciplin-
ary studies but also critically 
look at the way in which inter-
disciplinary processes shape 
disciplines at various domains. 
          Moving on to the core 
topic at hand, he elaborated 

on Cyborg from a perspective 
that provided us insights into 
larger processes that actual-
ly help make interdisciplinary 
studies possible 
- a fusion of nat-
ural sciences and 
human sciences. 
      Distinguish-
ing between Ro-
botisation and 
C y b o r g i s t a i o n , 
he explained: Ro-
bot is an effort to 
attribute human 
capabilities to a 
machine while 
Cyborg is the 
method of ampli-
fying the human 
capacities with 
help of machines 
attached to the body. It’s about 
becoming a machine yourself.   
               Quoting Donna Harraway 
he opined, the distinction 

between Science fiction and 
social reality is an optical il-
lusion. Latest innovations sur-
pass the fictional imaginations 

and Cyborg is one such idea.
                 He explained the histori-
cal prospects of how post-mod-

ern thoughts emerged and the 
subversive role post modern-
ism played in questioning the 
existing notions. He pointed 
out how the political ideals of 
socialist and feminist politics 
along with Western and Sovi-
et Marxism encountered the 
political consequence posed 
by postmodernism. At the 
convergence of these compul-
sions and relatively contra-
dictory relationships between 
them, the idea of Cyborg is 
gaining more attention among 
anthropologists, philoso-
phers, scientists, engineers etc.
How the idea of Cyborg and 
human-machine interactions 
has been propagated in the 
mass culture through literature 
and sci-fi movies like the Ma-
trix and Star Trek were looked 
upon briefly during the session. 
         T T Sreekumar observed 
that every theoretical and prac-

tical attempt towards collabo-
rating humans and machines 
was based on mind-body duali-
ty. He also put forward his anx-
iety about digital divide in the 
age of Cyborg where modernity 
is differently experienced and 
how it creates inequalities in a 
trans-human world. In today’s’ 
radical imagination of society, 
the idea of Cyborg and scien-
tific developments that lead to 
its refinement has been recog-
nized as a major challenge in re-
thinking emancipatory politics.
He briefed about the ethical 
issues that may emerge with 
the innovation of technolo-
gy and how a trans-human 
era may cast shadow over the 
lives of common people.  The 
emerging patterns of online 
dissent and resistance on the 
cyberspace for various social 
and political reasons through 
net art were also observed.

ism  for hosting the three 
day national seminar 
on such a relevant top-
ic of research. His ideas 
opens up a new avenue 
for convergence research 
among media students 
through convergence of 
synthesised knowledge 
in multiple areas. Syn-
dicate member, Univer-
sity of Kerala, professor 

P.M Radhamani, former 
HOD and present Chair-
man of board of studies, 
Prof. Subhash Kuttan of-
fered their felicitations 
on the occasion.Ms.Mag-
gie J, Assistant Profes-
sor, DCJ, University of 
Kerala thanked the chief 
guest and other dignitar-
ies for having consented 
to grace the occasion.
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Cyborgisation and transhuman approaches..
P J Sam Alex

Ajmal N S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION AND JOURNALISM, UNIVERSITY OF KERALA



Kariavattom: The Core 
Sessions of the three day na-
tional seminar on “ Trending 
Disciplinary Convergence in 
Media Study”commenced 
with the key note address by 
T.T Sreekumar. Nine seminar 
papers on diverse areas in 
media studies were present-
ed during the two sessions on 
the first day.The seminar pa-
per presented touched almost 
all spectra of media studies.
           The first core ses-
sion of the day was chaired 
by Dr.Subash Kuttan, 
Board of Studies Chair-
man (Journalism), UOK.
        Ms.Maggie J present-
ed the first paper on the topic 
‘A review on Media Inter-
pretation on Environmental 
Issues.’ The study was based 
on the interpretations by the 
newspapers in general on en-
vironmental issues.( The En-
vironmental Communication 
has attracted a wide audience 
and has evolved into a new 
discipline in the media do-
main.).Environmental issues 
has been given lesser impor-
tance after the implementa-
tion of new economic policy.
             The presentation of
Mr. Bibu V.N. on the top-
ic ‘ Online media, Digital 
Public Sphere and Voice 
of Women’ emphasised 
the Habermasian and post-
 Habermasian conceptions
                   regarding public 

sphere and counter publics. The 
paper further tried to focus on 
the role of the social media as a 
medium in protecting and pro-
moting women  rights in India.
             The different dimensions 
of the growth of communica-
tion technol-
ogy in the 
wide global 
media sce-
nario and the 
near future 
technologi-
cal advance-
ment like 
Virtual reali-
ty,Augment-
ed Reality, 
A r t i f i c i a l 
Intelligence 
etc were ex-
plained by 
Mr. Renjith 
R on the 
basis of his 
topic ‘The 
role of tech-
nology in the 
evolution of 
Mass  Media’ .
       The second Core  Session 
of the day was chaired by Dr. 
N.Muhammadali,HOD, Dept.
Of Journalism and Communi-
cation, University of Calicut 
commenced with the presen-
tation of Dr. Abdul Munner V, 
on the topic ‘Political Commu-
nication: An Interdisciplinary 
Enquiry into a Multi-Faceted 
communication discourse’. 
This paper tried to explore 
the interdisciplinary nature 
of political communication.
       The next presentation on 

the topic ‘Media Theory, Re-
search and Practice: How to 
Bridge the Gaps?’ was done 
by Dr.Sanjeev S.R. The paper 
was an attempt to trace the 
relevance of media theory in 
practice. The analysis put for-

ward the fact that although the 
study group has ascertained 
the significance of formal me-
dia education and theoretical 
grounding, less importance has 
been given to these aspects in 
the real world media practices.
         The seminar presentation 
on the topic ‘Access and Uti-
lization of Agricultural Infor-
mation among Setter Farmers 
through Facebook’ was pre-
sented by Mr. Shiby Joseph 
based on a study conducted 
to analyse how social media 

can be utilised to srengthen 
communication that advance 
agriculture and better living.
           The Presentation of 
Ms.Sreeja.S  on the top-
ic “Women at key positions: 
Engaging cinematic public 

sphere in Kerala’.The pa-
per explored the changes oc-
curred in the film field in de-
piction of gender stereotypes 
in film as well as the work-
ing pattern in film industry .
          The Seminar presen-
tation on the theme “ Political 
Communication through Ad-
vertising:A Study on the Politi-
cal and Advertising Campaigns 
during 2016 Kerala Assembly 
Election by Ms.Muthu.U.T ex-
plored the impact and relevance 

of using political advertis-
ing in Kerala and its role in 
mediating one’s involve-
ment with voting decision.
       The Seminar presentation 
by Mr.Naveen Vetrivel on 
the topic ‘Fishing in troubled 

waters:Media fram-
ing of the India-Sri 
Lanka Fishermen 
Issue’  was based 
on a study on con-
tent analysis con-
ducted in six news-
papers. The study 
results indicated a 
clear shift in bias 
between Indian and 
Sri Lankan newspa-
pers and how they 
used human inter-
est angles to give 
a pro-people twist 
to their reports.
         The Semi-
nar presentations 
of first day main-
ly focused on the 
themes like civil 
society and devel-
opment and the pa-

pers intended to observe 
the role and activities of 
media in Political and de-
velopment Communica-
tion. All the presentations 
provided a platform to un-
derstand , discuss and de-
bate of different aspects of 
political and developmental 
Communication.The active 
interactive session with the 
audience after each sessions 
made the space more lively.

Kariavattom: “Images are 
stimulants to visual experienc-
es and creates a moral respon-
siveness in us”, said Sujith 
Kumar Parayil, in his keynote 
address.He analyzed the for-
mation of the visual subject 
in the domain of early modern 
Indian visuality (painting,-
photography and cinema) and 
also the conjectural rupture 
created in the sensorial per-
ception of the subject by the 
new or social media visuality. 
         The first part of the pre-
sentation proposed that it is a 
secular visual narrative struc-
ture that predominantly ide-
alizes the visual perception 
of Indian modernity.  Secular 
visual narrative had created 
an ‘encounter’ that resulted in 
the formation of a new kind of 
sensibility. The distance be-
tween the subject of suffering 

and the viewer creates a space. 
This in turn contributes to the 
empathetic or sympathetic re-
sponses in the 
visual narra-
tive concepts.
         Mr.Paray-
il also ex-
plained three 
modes of 
visual narra-
tives- ‘Deriv-
ative’,’Desi’ 
and ‘Beyond’. 
While the 
Desi and the 
derivate tend 
to portray the 
h e g e m o n -
ic practices, 
the ‘beyond’ 
does not have 
a language 
of its own to 
claim an identity. The social-
ly and culturally conditioned 
visual reflexes have been pre-
dominantly used in the visual 

language of the ‘beyond’ ,in 
order to characterize the con-
ditions and consciousness of 

the dalit,-
subal terns 
or women. 
They were 
s u b o r d i -
nately vi-
sualized in 
the deriv-
a t i v e - d e -
s i - d i s -
c o u r s e . 
They were 
always rec-
o g n i z e d 
with dif-
f e r e n c e s .
        The 
‘sense’ of 
a picture 
is not only 
created out 

of seeing it but also out of sen-
sibilities like hearing sounds 
that makes us closer to the sub-
ject. The repulsive ‘feel’ thus 

created in us helps us to un-
derstand and generate further 
notions. Even without visual 
faculties , music is able to cre-
ate different sensibilities in us. 
              When you see a 
close up scene, a moment is 
given for us to see that im-
age.It is during this second, 
our thoughts get activated. 
There would be a gap be-
tween you and the object on 
screen. This gap is filled with 
either the ‘perception’ im-
age,the ‘movement’ image or 
the ‘affect’ image. The secu-
lar visual narratives of Indi-
an Visuality has to do with 
the sensorial perceptions.
          In the case of social me-
dia, new kinds of visualities are 
surfacing. The domain of social 
media visuality is a contested 
site where, on the one hand, it 
shows a continuity of secular 
narrative structure, but on the 
other hand, there are daunt-
ing political images that try to 

MEDIATION : Beyond Secular Visual Narratives

Civil Society and Media Culture
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distract this secular imaginary 
and attempt to cater a new vi-
sual subjectivity. It propagates 
new ideas on politics. However 
the former narrative structure 
and the resultant humanitar-
ian perceptions are emerged 
out within a visual encounter 
and its affective promises but 
the latter narrative structure 
not exclusively depends on 
the images and its immediate 
affects,rather goes beyond the 
specific referent and trying 
to resurface certain mythical 
morals,as against the ‘univer-
sal subjectivity’, through the 
violent and disruptive images. 
          He concluded his pre-
sentation saying that it is not 
technology that makes the 
visual subject rather it is the 
technological dissemina-
tion of the knowledge that 
makes the subject and we 
live by the sensorial percep-
tions of these visual subjects.
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Truth never matters in post truth era: T V Madhu

Kariavattom: Four-
teen papers were pre-
sented in three sessions 
on the second day of 
the National Seminar 
held at the Department 
of communication and 
Journalism,UoK. The 
seminar papers pre-
sented during the oc-
cassion tried to inves-
tigate and navigate the 
disciplinary process of 
media studies as a mul-
tifaceted one.After the 
completion of two ses-
sions on the first day,the 
seminar continued with 
its remaining sessions 
on the second day.
   The Third Core Ses-
sion chaired by Dr.San-
jeev S.R(Asst.Prof,Dept 
of journalism and mass 
communication,Mar 
Ivanios College) com-
menced with the sem-
inar presentation by 
Mr. Rajeesh kumar T.V 
on the topic ‘Patriar-
chy,Fansand Political 
Economy: Foundation 
Analysis of Social Me-
dia discourses in Kera-
la’.The paper seeks to 
analyse the discourses 
in social media in the 
wake of actress Par-
vathy’s criticism of pa-
triarchy in Malayalam 
film industry through a 
Foucauldian framework 
of discursive practices. 
The second paper by 
Ms. Shruthi. S .Mohan 
on the topic ‘Evolution 
of a Hyperreal Com-
munity Through Social 
Media’ emphasise the 
transformation of the 
human race to a hyper-
real community through 
social media
         The presentation 
by Mr. Mohammed Ir-
shad on topic ‘ The Na-
tions and Nationalisms 

in the popular Indian Pu-
ranic-Characters’ based 
Cartoon Serials’ finds 
relevance for the ana-
lytical study on various 
aspects of Identity con-
struction with relation to 
the presented images and 
hegemony based on the 
constructed identities.
The next presentation 
titled ‘ A Study on Gen-
der Sensitivity in Crime 
News Reportage : A Case 
study of The Hindu and 
The Times of India’ by 
Rashmi Raja V.R aims to 
analyse two of the Indi-
an national dailies so as 
to look at the grammer 
followed for crime news 
reporting and intends to 
reward the articles which 
have followed the style 
sheet of gender sensitivity.
       The fourth session 
of the seminar begins 
under the chairing of Dr 
M S Harikumar(HOD 
Dept. of Communication 
and Journalism, UOK). 
Dr. Irish Koileo present-
ed her paper on the top-
ic ‘Media Approach to 
Ockhi -Myths and Re-
alities :A specific study 
based on Gender per-
spective’.It was based on 
the approach of the ma-
jor newpapers towards 
the Okhi disaster and the 
follow-ups carried on im-
mediately after the me-
dia,especially print media 
in both regional as well 
as national dailies.It was 
followed by the presen-
tation of Mr. Deepak G 
Nair on the topic ‘News 
on Public and private TV 
channel:A comparative 
study of DD Malayalam 
and Manorama News’ 
.This paper deeply ex-
amines variance in news 
presented on DD Mala-
yalam and Manorama 
news in Kerala context . 
Next presentation was on 
the topic ‘Role of Media 
in Society ‘ by Ms. Kavi-

yasampath.Her seminar 
tried to explore the func-
tions and responsibilities 
of media in society with 
more emphasis given to 
the social,economic and 
cultural impact of me-
dia in social progress 
and Good Governance. 
The presentation by Col. 
Anand Kumar on the top-
ic ‘Media and Evolution 
of Gender Equality ‘ anal-
yses the aspects of media 
and gender in most media 
platforms including Print 
media,Radio,Television 
and Internet.The study 
further emphasised the 
theme of gender equality 
in two important media 
platforms including Cin-
ema and Advertising
   The fifth session 
chaired by Ms Maggie 
J(Asst.professor, Dept. 
Of Communication and 
Journalism , UoK) begins 
with the presentation by 
Mr. Suresh K.S on un-
derstanding ‘Crisis and 
Critique:A View on Envi-
ronmental Protest’ . The 
paper aims to enter into 
the discussion through 
presenting a contempo-
rary environmental pro-
test at Odochuttapadukka 
in Trivananthapuram dis-
trict where Indian Med-
ical Association tried to 
set up a biomedical waste 
disposal plant . The sec-
ond presentation was 
done by Ms. SinilaD.B.S. 
on ‘Use of personifica-
tion and Exaggeration : 
An Analysis of  Humour 
Elements in selected Ad-
vertisements’. The paper 
examined the humour el-
ements appeal used in se-
lected advertisements to 
increase their effective-
ness and attract consum-
ers. The session contin-
ued with the presentation 
of Ms. Pushpa K.S on 
‘Effectiveness of Games 
and Multimedia 

package on Imparting 
Nutrition Education to 
School Children’. The 
general objective of the 
discriptive study con-
ducted at Govt Higher 
Secondary School was 
to impart nutrition ed-
ucation to school chil-
dren through games 
and multimedia pak-
ages . The presentation 
by Ms. Thejaswini J.C 
on ‘Internet Memes as 
Digital Carnival : An-
alysingMemes on the 
movie Kasaba’, tries to 
explore the unorganised 
free play of image in in-
ternet memes and also 
look at the intertextual 
nature of memes to ex-
plore their growing ex-
tent of multiple signifi-
cation process. The next 
presentation by Ms. 
Swathy Balasarawathi 
Nair on the topic ‘Press 
Freedom and Cartoon 
Controversy in Human 
Rights Vista’ revolves 
around the question 
whether expressions 
such as the cartoons 
falls within the group 
of expressions properly 
protected by the Right of 
Freedom of expression.
The last presentation 
of the day was by Ms. 
Ansiem George on the 
topic ‘Therapeutic Im-
passe and Consequense 
of Social Networking’. 
This study was an effort 
to convey the message 
that the uncontrolled 
use of social networking 
results in consequence 
including physical , 
psychological,social 
and spiritual problems.
The second day of the 
seminar indulge deeply 
into the more wider as-
pects of media studies 
and its interdisciplinary 
character right from its 
inception.

Decoding Social Realities Of Media

Ajay Mohan
Aswathy S

Nandagopan S
Sagar S Nair

Ansa Salim
Sukrutha S

Kariavattom: We are currently 
living in a post truth era where 
truth is not at all a matter of 
question but a redundant kind 
of discourse. Truth is a validi-
ty claim in the sense that it is a 
promise bridging rational con-
sensus, said T V Madhu in his 
keynote address. Truth accom-
modates a definitional property  
of emperical propositions ,like 
in Maths,where a triangle can 
have only three angles. Truth 
is not said to be ‘truth’ only 
when there are opposite certain 

possibilities. If someone says 
that something is not true,he 
is actually 
contradict-
ing himself.
      Public 
sphere is 
one of the 
hotly con-
tested top-
ics in social 
and political 
theory to-
day, though 
a debating 
e m p i r i c a l 
concern as well as concept in 
critical social theory. It is a 

quasi empirical notion.Individ-
uals, rational debates of public 

concern apart from private in-
terests and public are the three 

prerequisite requirements for 
a space to become a public 
sphere where individuals are 
the unique participants, he 
affirmed. The public sphere 
has always been a mediat-
ed space. It is a notion where 
an ‘ideal’ becomes an essen-
tial part of the conception of 
public sphere, added Madhu.
       Communication facili-
tates the formulation of a pub-
lic opinion in a public sphere.
Speech acts are the basic units 
of communication. There are 
certain validity claims pre-
supposed in these speech 
acts like, intelligibility, truth, 

justification and sincerity. 
        A perfect communica-
tion takes place when an in-
dividual successfully defends  
all these four validity claims. 
Madhu concluded his lec-
ture by quoting Benedict An-
derson’s definition of public 
sphere as a kind of temporali-
ty created by the media,where 
everyone meet and discuss 
something that is common. 
Media manufactures content 
as well as shapes. Media is 
a requisite for public sphere 
to function but lately it has 
turned out to problematize the 
sphere through agenda setting. 

Kariavattom: The  current 
media scenario in India get 
evolved as  an inter disci-
plinary approach in evalu-
ating social fluctuations. In 
the absence of a strong tra-
dition of media studies,the 
challenge that Mr.Jenson 
Joseph put forward before 
us was a concrete frame-
work to make sense of the 
old media and the new me-
dia cultures simultaneously.
                               

The  paramount theme of 
the seminar ‘Trending Dis-
ciplinary Convergence in 
Media Studies  ‘was deeply 
criticised in the key note 
session of Mr.Jenson Jo-
seph,Assistant Professor, 
Symbiosis International 
University Pune.He opines 
that the present day scholars 
working on contemporary  
political and cultural trans-
formations from disciplines 
ranging from Political he-
ory to Anthropology and 
Philosophy identify theo-
rising the changes in me-
dia ecology as key to com-
prehending the horizons 
of change in front of them.
           In India, an area 
where inter state affairs  
held hostage to zero sum 
politics,media has a greater 
responsibility in creating 
the framework of trust and 

understanding since the 
status of the region are so-
cially,culturally,historically 
and economically inter con-
nected. He pointed out that 
media studies in India are 
yet to show necessary matu-
rity and wisdom in enabling 
a room for regional media 
studies too. With expansion, 
the field of communication 
and media studies became 
more and more diversified. 
         The ascent of different 
media and communication 
aspects emerged and devel-

oped into more or less 
independent branches. 
This process of prolif-
eration was in no way 
halted by the conver-
gence brought about 
by the digitalization 
of media production 
and distribution. Tak-
en together, then, the 
expansion and diversi-
ty of the field made it 
over-abundant. Placed 
in a broader perspec-
tive of the history of 
science, such prolif-

eration is problematic. 
Communication and me-
dia studies today are abun-
dant that the field runs the 
risk of losing sight of its 
scholarly roots and em-
bracing only the surface of 
the realities it investigates.
       When analysing the 
inter disciplinary approach 
in media studies,Profes-
sor Jenson Joseph strongly 
advocates the idea of vi-
brant academic mode in 
media studies which is not 
yet attained by society .He 
shared an indepth thought 
in media studies and its 
relevance in contemporary 
society. His concluding 
words suggested that me-
dia studies should evolve 
as an effective discipline 
and it demands prior-
ity rather than think-
ing inter disciplinary.

Media Studies: 
Discipline  first rather 
than interdisciplinarity
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Kariavattom: The three day 
long National Seminar on 
‘Trending Disciplinary Con-
vergence on Media Studies ‘ 
organised by Dept of Commu-
nication and Journalism, Uni-
vers i ty 
of Ker-
ala was 
c o n -
c l u d e d  
on  28th 
of Feb-
ruary . 
S e n i o r 
J o u r -
n a l i s t 
J a c o b 
George 
was the 
C h e i f 
G u e s t 
of the 
Valedictory Function.  
      Dr. M S Harikumar, Head 
of the Communication and 
Journalism department, Prof. 
Subhash Kuttan, Chairman, 
Board  of studies (Journalism), 
Dr Lal mohan P. (Asst Prof. of 
Communication and Journal-
ism), Maggie J  (Asst Prof. of 
Dept of communication and 
Journalism) were also pres-
ent in the closing ceremony. 

        Prof. T T Sreekumar 
(EFLU Hyderabad), Dr Su-
jithKumar Parayil (JNU , New 
Delhi), Jenson Joseph ( Asst 
Prof, Symbiosis International 
University), Prof. T V Mad-
hu (University of Calicut) 
and Prof Achuthsankar S Nair 
(University of Kerala) deliv-

ered keynote address. Acade-
micians, practioners and re-
search scholars from different 
Universities also presented 
seminar papers on various 
aspects of Media Studies.
The Seminar brought togeth-
er an array of academicians, 
working Journalists,media 
personalities, research schol-
ars and students from differ-
ent universities and reput-
ed institutions across India.

Kariavattom: The 
third and last day of the 
national seminar titled 
‘Emerging disciplinary 
convergence in media 
studies’ showcased an 
extravaganza of knowl-
edge regarding com-
munication and media 
studies through nine 
different presentations. 
The seminar presenta-
tions mainly  focused 
on the changing na-
ture of communication 
process and the cov-
erage and framing of 
news by newspapers.
 .       The seventh core 
session chaired by Dr. 
Subash Kuttan (Former 
HOD , DCJ , UoK) be-
gan with the presenta-
tion of Mr. Shaheersha. 
A. H on the topic ‘At-
titude of Professional 
Journalism In Kerala 
Towards Citizen Jour-
nalism ‘. This paper 
analysed the attitude of 
Professional journalists 

and new media experts 
towards citizen journal-
ism.The next paper on  
‘The changing nature of 
political Communica-
tion in a  transforming 
mass media domain’ 
was presented by Ms. 
Nayana.R  . This paper 
covered the various 
aspects on the chang-
ing nature of political 
communication in per-
sistently changing new 
media platforms. The 
third presentation of 
this session was on the 
topic ‘Effectiveness 
of Statutory Warnings 
on Kerala Audience:A 
Study based on Dis-
claimers that Appear 
in Films and Serials’ 
was a combined pre-
sentation by  Ms.Jub-
bi Francis Kalukkaran 
and Ms. Anuja Das P.M . 
This paper aims to identi-
fy the influencing capac-
ity of Statutory warnings 
on Indian audience and 
whether it is relevent in 
the present day scenar-
io. The next presentation 

on the topic ‘ Facebook 
and homeland Commu-
nication in Diaspora: A 
Study based on the Face-
book mediated homeland 
communication meth-

ods of Gulf Malayali 
was by Mr. Yadunandan. 
The presentation  was 
based on a study that 
focused on how trans-
nationalism is reflected 
on the social media be-
haviour of Gulf Malayali.

    The seventh  session  
continued under the 
chairing of Ms. Parvathy 
Chandran ( Asst. Prof. ,St.
Xavier’s College). The 
presentation by Ms. Ma-

lini Srinivasan was on the 
topic ‘Media, message 
and source credibilities: 
An experimental analy-
sis of interdependencies’. 
The presentation was 
based on an experimental 
analysis used to theorise 

the interdependencies of 
credibility frames and 
their relationships with 
demographic variables. 
The session continued 
with the presentation by 
Mr. Anto. P. Cheerotha 
on the topic ‘Media Com-
munication and Climate 
Change : A Study on On-
line Malayalam Newspa-
per Framing of ‘Ockhi’ 
Cyclone.The  set core ob-
jectives  of this study in-
cludes the identification 
of different frames adopt-
ed by the online editions 
of four major malayalam 
Newspapers in cover-
ing newsstories  relating 
to Ockhi disaster and to 
identify the variation in 
coverage pattern among 
them. The next presen-
tation was on the topic ‘ 
A Study on digital space 
in creating sustainable 
tourism awareness’ by 
Mr. J. H. Akas . The pa-
per attempted to observe 
the role of various me-
dia in creating eco-tour-
ism awareness among 
tourists in Kanyakumari 

district based on a pre-
pared questionnaire. 
The next presentation 
of this session was by 
Ms. Deepamol Thomas 
on the topic ‘ The role 
of Campaign Journal-
ism as an indicator to 
Environmental Protec-
tion’. This paper tried 
to study the primary re-
sponsibilities of media 
in alerting the public on 
various environmental 
hazards through Cam-
paign Journalism. The 
last presentation of the  
session  was by Ms. Jais 
Merlin P. Augustine on 
the topic ‘Evaluation of 
Rural Health Commu-
nication Strategies : A 
micro level study of MR 
vaccination campaign 
on Kerala’. The aim of 
this study was to anal-
yse the strategies and 
effectiveness of health 
communication cam-
paign particularly MR 
vaccination campaign  
at a micro level in Alak-
kodu Grama panchayath 
in Malapuram district.

Kariavattom: “When you 
analyse data from life sci-
ence, there is no fake data in 
life science, but there are fake 
news in new media. New me-
dia has tremendously 
grown in size and in-
formation technolo-
gy has observed that 
this is an example for 
big data” said Prof. 
Achuthsankar pro-
viding insights into 
the pros and cons 
of the new media in 
the era of big data.
In the session he 
gave an overview of 
the big data science 
from the perspective 
of a media analyst. 
He pointed out to 
the extent of large volumes 
of data and information 
available today both through 
print, visual or digital media. 
There are 1.5 lakhs photos 
being shared and uploaded 
via internet per minute, 25 
lakhs of google searches and 
25 lakhs of video searches 
per minute. Through these 
figures and calculations, he 
observed that new media has 
become synonymous to big 
data spanning across var-

ied disciplines of knowledge.
Prof. Achuthsankar opined 
that the future of computer sci-
ence lies in biology and each 
human being is storage centres 
of huge data. New media has 
a prolonging role in this stor-

age function. The principles 
of data management system 
is not much applicable for big 
data sources such as new me-
dia, it should be addressed in 
a more scientific way. He ex-
plained the three properties of 
big data such as volume, veloc-
ity of change, variety as it does 
not exist in one form. It  varies 
from texts, photos, videos, ac-
tions like comments , shares 
etc. Big amount of data and in-
formation used are left on the 

digital world as this data cannot 
be searched and studied since 
they lack a definite structure.
He also shed light on the de-
merits of new media, the issues 
of fake news, scandalising pub-
lic images etc. He briefed about 

the chan-
nels through 
which big 
data flows, 
how new me-
dia platforms 
like Face-
book is being 
utilised by 
brands, poli-
ticians etc to 
study human 
nature and 
man ipu l ate 
their deci-
sion-making 
in their fa-

vour,  He stressed on the need 
for more efficient methodol-
ogies of news and data anal-
ysis on new media platforms 
and hinted on the obstacles 
in studying the big data phe-
nomenon due to the heteroge-
neous nature of data available 
online. He opined that every-
one has become both produc-
ers and consumers of big data 
due to the proliferation of new 
media and increased inter-
net penetration in the society.
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